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(viii)

ENGLISH CORE (Code No. 301)
CLASS-XII

SECTION–A

READING COMPREHENSION 20 Marks

The section A will have two passages.

1. One unseen passage with a variety of Objective Type Questions including MCQs and short-
answer questions to test comprehension, interpretation and inference. Vocabulary such as
word-formation and inference of meaning will also be tested.  (12)
The total length of the passage will be between 800-900 words. Five Multiple Choice type
questions and Seven Objective type questions (total 12 marks) shall be asked from this passage.
The passages
will include one of the following :
(a) Factual passages, e.g. instructions, descriptions, reports.
(b) Descriptive passages involving opinion, e.g. argumentative, persuasive or interpretative

text.
(c) Literary passages, e.g. extracts from fiction, drama, poetry, essay or biography. A poem

could be of 28-35 lines.
2. The second passage will be of 400-500 words. Note-making and Abstraction will be assessed.

(2✕✕✕✕✕4=8)
(i) Note-making 4
(ii) Summary 4

SECTION–B

WRITING SKILLS 30 Marks
3. Advertisement and notices, designing or drafting posters, writing formal and informal

invitations and replies. (One out of two Short Answer Questions) (4)
4. Letters based on verbal / visual input. (One out of two Long Answer Questions to be answered

in 120-150 words.) (6)
Letter types include :
(a) Business and official letters (for making enquiries, registering complaints, asking for and

giving information, placing orders and sending replies)
(b) Letters to the editor (giving suggestions or opinions on issues of public interest)
(c) Application for a job.

5. & 6. Two compositions based on visual and / or verbal input may be descriptive or argumentative
in nature, such as an article, a debate,  a speech or a report. (Two Very Long Answer Questions
containing internal choice to be answered in 150-200 words.  (2✕✕✕✕✕10=20)

OUTLINE OF SYLLABUS & EXAMINATION SPECIFICATIONS
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(ix)

SECTION–C

LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS 30 Marks
7. Eight Objective Type Questions — 4 questions from one poetry extract and 4 from one

prose extract to test comprehension and appreciation. (8✕✕✕✕✕1=8)

8. Five out of Seven Short-Answer Questions — based on prose / drama / poetry from both the

texts. (5✕✕✕✕✕2=10)

9. One out of two Long-Answer Questions — to be answered in 120-150 words to test global
comprehension and extrapolation beyond the text. (FLAMINGO) 6

10. One out of two Long-Answer Questions — to be answered in 120-150 words to test
global comprehension along with analysis and extrapolation. (VISTAS) 6

Prescribed Books
1. FLAMINGO : English Reader published by National Council of Education Research and

Training, New Delhi.
2. VISTAS : Supplementary Reader published by National Council of Education Research and

Training, New Delhi.

FLAMINGO — English Reader

(Prose)                              (Poetry)
1. The Last Lesson 1. My Mother at Sixty Six
2. Lost Spring 2. An Elementary School
3. Deep Water 3. Keeping Quiet
4. The Rattrap 4. A Thing of Beauty
5. Indigo 5. A Roadside Stand
6. Poets and Pancakes 6. Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
7. The Interview
8. Going Places

VISTAS — Supplementary Reader
1. The Third Level
2. The Tiger King
3. Journey to the End of the Earth
4. The Enemy
5. Should Wizard Hit Mommy ?
6. On the Face of it
7. Evans Tries an O-Level
8. Memories of Childhood

(i) The Cutting of My Long Hair
(ii) We too are Human Beings
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QUESTION PAPER DESIGN
CLASS XII (English Core) Code No. 301

Time : 3 Hours Marks : 80+20=100

Typology Testing Objective Short Short Long Very Long Total
Competencies Type Questions Answer Answer Answer Answer marks

including Questions Questions Questions Questions
MCQs (2 marks (4 marks 120-150 150-200
(1 mark each) each) each) words (6 words

marks each (HOTS)
(10 marks each)

Comprehension Conceptual
understanding,
decoding, analyzing,
inferring, interpreting, MCQ = 5
appreciating, literary Objective
conventions and Type      _     2       _          _     20
vocabulary, Questions
summarizing and =7
using appropriate
format/s

Writing Skills Reasoning,
appropriacy of style
and tone, using
appropriate format          _       _     1      1          2     30
and fluency, inference,
analysis, evaluation &
creativity

Literature Recalling, reasoning, 8
Textbook and appreciating literary Objective
Supplementary convention, inference, Type
Reading Text analysis, creativity Questions

with fluency (4 from 1      5     _       2          _     30
prose & 4

from 1 poetry
extract)

TOTAL 1✕✕✕✕✕20=20 2✕✕✕✕✕5=10 4✕✕✕✕✕3=12 6✕✕✕✕✕3=18 10✕✕✕✕✕2=20    80

Assessment

of Listening &          _      _     _       _          _    20

Speaking Skills

GRAND TOTAL          _      _     _       _          _   100
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1     UNSEEN READING COMPREHENSION1

UNSEEN READING COMPREHENSION

&

NOTE-MAKING

1. One Unseen Passage with a variety of Objective Type Questions
including Multiple Choice Questions and Short Answer Questions
to test comprehension, interpretation and inference.

Vocabulary such as word-formation and inference of meaning will
also be tested.

The total length of the passage will be between 700 and 800 words.
Five Multiple Choice Questions and seven Objective Type Questions
shall be asked from this passage.

The passage will include one of the following :

• Factual passage — e.g. instructions, descriptions, reports.

• Descriptive passage (involving opinion) — e.g. argumentative,
persuasive or interpretative text.

• Literary passage     — e.g. extracts from fiction, drama,
poetry, essay or biography.

2. One Unseen Passage of 400-500 words will be given for
Note-making and Abstraction.
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2      MBD SUPER REFRESHER ENGLISH (XII CBSE)

1. UNSEEN READING COMPREHENSION

Comprehension means the mind’s capability to grasp the meaning of a given passage. In order to
be able to comprehend a given passage and to answer the related questions in a clear and effective
manner, students are advised to keep in mind the following suggestions :

(1) Read the given passage slowly and carefully.

(2) Try to understand the gist of the passage or what it is about.

(3) Read the passage once again if you have not grasped its meaning fully at the first reading.

(4) Don’t get unduly upset if you don’t know the meanings of some difficult words in the passage.
By applying a little thought, you can guess the meaning of such words in relation to the sense
in which they have been used in a particular sentence or context.

(5) After you have grasped the passage, read the questions given below it, one by one.

(6) Underline those parts of the passage which give the key or clue to your answers.

(7) When the answers to all the given questions are clear to you, pen them down in your
answer-book.

(8) As far as possible, use your own words. Don’t copy the language of the passage.

(9) Your answers should be brief, clear and to the point. Often it is possible to give a good answer
using only a single word or phrase, and it is not necessary to write in complete sentences.

(10) Your language should be simple but correct.

(11) Revise your answers, and examine them carefully to see that they are clear and complete. If an
answer is too long, you must compress it by omitting unnecessary details.

(12) Correct all mistakes in spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc.

(13) If you are required to give a heading to the passage, keep in mind that the heading should
be very suitable, short and crisp. It should refer to the central character, theme or incident of
the passage. If some idiom or proverb sums up the theme of the passage, it can also be used as
a heading.

Besides keeping all the above points in mind, it is also essential that the students have a good knowledge
of the English language and they can express themselves in grammatically correct sentences.
(Grammatically incorrect language, though it may convey the sense, sounds very clumsy and creates a
poor impression.) The ability to express oneself correctly and lucidly can’t be acquired by learning a
few rules; it requires diligent labour and constant practice.

Some Other Useful Tips

1. Word-meaning Recognition :
Word-meaning recognition is the first step towards understanding a written text. If we don’t
know the meanings of some words and phrases used in the text, it is not possible to comprehend
fully what it is about. The reader need not go to a dictionary every time he encounters a difficult
or unfamiliar word. A word can have many different meanings. The reader should develop the
ability to recognize the meaning of a word from the contextual clues.

2
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