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PREFACE

Dear students and teachers,

Ever since the publication of my first book on English Grammar and Composition in
1984 (The Essence of English Grammar and Composition - 350 pages), there was
overwhelming response from the teaching community and students which
encouraged and necessitated in bringing out a modern, updated comprehensive
book on English Grammar and Composition.

Though the old traditional grammar books written by the grammarians do provide
information on accidence and syntax, they do not much help the student in his
effort to use the language profoundly. Keeping this in mind, the laborious task
which started in 1986 produced fruits in January 2000 when the voluminous
volume - The Essential English Grammar and Composition - 1020 pages - was
published by Cambrian Publishing House and later published by
‘Holy Faith International.’

Letters of appreciation poured in from different parts of the world. Letters from His
Holiness Pope John Paul II, the then U.S. President Mr. Bill Clinton, Mr Tony Blair,
the British Prime Minister, the Mumbai University Vice-chancellor Dr. Smt. Snehlata
S. Deshmukh, Mr. Dilip Padgaonkar, Executive Managing Editor; The Times of
India, Principals and English teachers of different schools and colleges in India and
abroad include in them. Articles, reports and interviews appeared in leading dailies
like “The London Times’, “The Times of India’, ‘Bombay Times’ etc. stating that the
book could easily replace the old traditional Grammar Books. Ever since its
publication in January 2000, it has been recommended or prescribed in many schools
inIndia and abroad.



ABOUT THIS BOOK

Today we live in a world where communication skill is the first priority. Speaking
wrong English fluently will show, only our ignorance and will not take us a long
way in the modern world of competitions where ‘English” is the ‘lingua franca’ of
the majority.

When we feel mesmerized by the fluency in which the more previleged speak,
rather than being afraid and ‘monologous’, try to attain mastery and
thoroughness over the rudiments of the language.

The aim of this book is monocausal; to give you a ready montage of the entire
grammar, especially ‘verbs’ and its patterns in addition to the funtamental
principles without which one cannot attain proficiency in speaking and writing.

I am sure that this voluminous volume with copious examples and exercises will
definitely help you not only as a ready reckoner but also to help and teach others.
May God bless you.

J. T. Peechaatt
(Author)
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Grammatically Correct

SUCCESS BOOKED: James Peechaatt, author of
“Essential English Grammar and Composition”

Arpita Jindani

HE worked as an editor,
lecturer in coaching
classes, set up a school and
has come up with an
English Grammar book.
End of the story? No, just
the beginning.

James Peechaatt
epitomises the English
language. His love for the
language is reflected even
in his speech and
mannerisms. His recent
book titled, “Essential
English Grammar and
Composition” is a classic
case of labour of passion.
Steering the conversation
towards the book. Mr
Peechaatt says, “This book
tries to safe guard the
purity and richness of the
language in the race of
introducing a world
language.” Going through
the content, one realises
the extensive research
gone into making the book
exhaustive and
compendious. The most
striking thing about the

book is that it takes into
consideration the syllabi of
the different boards of
education of India and
abroad. So the book is
relevant globally! This book
shall certainly appeal to
students around the globe
as it is also being
developed on a CD-ROM.

Looking back, Mr.
Peechaatt spent his
childhood in a town called
Nellimatton in Ernakulum,
Kerala. He studied at Don
Bosco in Calcutta and then
did his graduation and post
graduation in English
Literature from Kerala. He
exclaims, “In those days
students would come even
from villages as far as 50
kms!”

Before being the
principal of Holy Cross
School Mr. Peechaatt was
the editor in a publishing
house called Blackie and
Sons. And then moved to
Bhola Classes as teacher
and taught in all the 4
branches started with 33

students, later when he left
i.e. after 4 years there were
33 divisions! The first book
of Mr. Peechaatt was
published in 1986 and was
titled “The essence of
English Grammar and
composition for High
Schools and Junior
Colleges.” In 1987 Mr.
Peechaatt shifted to
Bhayander from Dadar as
he realised there was no
school in Bhayander and
felt the need to open one
in that zone. The school
started with 12 students and
now it has around 4,000
students!

He is also recognised for
introducing the concept of
newspaper reading in his
school. Reading headlines
in the assembly is common
but actually reading the
newspaper and getting
grades for it exists only in
Mr. Peechaatt’s school.
With a vibrant smile on his
face Mr. Peechaatt says,
“Newspapers are like
‘Gujrati Thali’ as they
provide a lot of information
at an affordable cost.”

Now the other side of
the coin. Mr. Peechaatt
comes home after a hectic
day at school, before
heading for his study room
he spends time with his pet
dogs, cats, and birds,
watering his plants and of
course talking to wife Merlin
and children Christie and
William. End of the day
there is one place which
provides solace to Mr.
Peechaatt and that is his
study room. Ought to be,
as this is where he shaped
his dream of moving
English skills from study
room to classrooms in the
form of his recent book.
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Simply Grammatical

Dean Williams

THE English language
may be a universal one,
but it is still one of the
most difficult languages in
the world. From the it's/its
controversy to the quite
astounding
pronunciations, the
language is fraught with
ambiguity.

The Wren & Martin
opened the language
wide open, exposing us to
the myriad roads of
linguistic perfection. It has
been the proverbial Bible
for years, but now the old
guard must be replaced
by the new. The
Essential English
Grammar &
Compositionby J T
Peechaatt is ready to
take over. Peechaatt's
book is concise, lucidly

written and avoids those
confusing statement on
syntax and sentence
construction. From a
grammar guide to a
thesaurus, the book has it
all. It does all that it is
supposed to and adds that
little bit more into the
alphabet pot for flavour.
Peechaatt's epic may not
be a classic in the vein of
Fowler's, or Hart's Rules,
but it is a step in the right
direction. It fights off the
constant temptation to
mesmerise the reader with
verbosity and literary
vanity. It sorts out the age-

old problems of the hyphen

and the dash, it lets you in
on the secrets of the
comma, it helps you draw

out the shy semicolon, and

quell the fiery exclamation.
Read it, it may not make

you a better writer, but what
it will do is give you an
insight into a language that
has long since dogged
many a scholar.
deanwilliams@indiatimes.com
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