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The English Connection CB-6

The English Connection

The English Connection is an integrated skills course, based on insightful experiences of
practising teachers and ELT experts, as well as the transformation taking place in the
classroom methodology keeping in view the changing linguistic and communicative needs

of the learners.

Components

The series consists of:

+ Primers A & B; Coursebooks 1 to 8 2
+ Primer Activity Books A & B; Workbooks 1 to 8

+ Literature Readers 1 to 8

+ A Teacher’s Resource Kit for each level e

The twin goals of a second language curriculum as enunciated by NCF 2005 and the New
Education Policy are attainment of basic proficiency and development of language into an
instrument for abstract thought and knowledge acquisition. The English Connection fulfils
these aims by harmonizing linguistic competence with Higher Order Thinking Skills
(HOTS). The communicative approach for language teaching as followed by the CBSE
textbooks at the secondary level has been adopted in this course, thus facilitating a smooth
transition for both the learners and the teachers after class 8. Hence, when the course
components of this series are effectively adopted in classrooms, there is no doubt that they

will provide a rich interactive environment that is a prerequisite for language learning.
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i Growing Up

Whatdo you think, growing up isallabout? Does growing up mean accepting responsibilities
of adulthood without always needing a shoulder to lean on? Is it about being able to
handle one's day-to-day life all by oneself?

Here we go!

What are the changes that have come about in you as you are growing up? Paste
pictures of yourself at ages indicated and write two sentences about each stage.

Asababy, I

As a 6-year-old, I

Now [

____________________________________________________________
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Durga and Opu

The time is early twentieth century, a remote village in
Bengal. Durga and Opu, the brother—sister duo, grow up
roaming about the countryside, climbing trees, looking
for wild fruits and flowers, watching birds and rabbits,
splashing in ponds and rivers. Read the following
extract from Pather Panchali where Durga and Opu find
a ‘'diamond.
It was another day, and this is what happened.

At the extreme northern end of the village there was a path which ran through some very
old mango and jackfruit orchards. There were bamboos too, and the undergrowth was very
dense. If you went along that path, far from the houses, to where the jungle ended, you
would come to a tank near the open fields. In the olden days the Mojumdars used to live
there, and they had dug a moat round their house. Most of the moat was filled in now, but
in one place there was a hole which was full of water all the year round. That was what they
called the Moat Lake. Of the Mojumdars house however, no trace remained.

When the children got to the lake they saw a lot of water chestnuts, but none of them were
down near the water; they were mostly very far.

Durga said,'Opu, we shall need a pole to get the fruit with. Go and see if you can find a piece
of bamboo. While she was waiting for him she pulled some ripe berries off a bush by the
water's edge and began to eat them. Opu saw her from where he was among the bamboos
and called out at once,'Don't eat those berries, Didi. Leave them alone. They're not good to
eat. They are sheora berries, and only fit for birds to eat.

Durga squeezed the seed out of a ripe berry and said,"Who says they're not good to eat? I've
eaten lots of them. Come and see for yourself. They're as sweet as sugar.

Opu had collected a number of bamboo canes by that time, but he put them down and went
to where his sister was standing.'Don't they say you go mad if you eat them, Didi? Just one
then, to see how they taste! He put one into his mouth but the moment he got his teeth into
it he wrinkled up his face. It’s a bit...bitter, isn't it, Didi?’
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"What did you expect? Of course it's a bit bitter, but it's very sweet too, don't you think?” And
she stuffed some more ripe berries into her mouth and ate them with obvious relish.

Durga went down a little way into the water. "There are a lot of water chestnuts here, Opu,
she shouted.You stand there and I'll get some. She went in a little further and tore several

plants up by the stems and threw them on the bank.'Catch, Opu.
“The water chestnuts are right out over the water, Didi. How are you going to get at them?’

The water chestnuts were indeed far out over the water. Durga did her best to reach them
with a bamboo cane, but in vain."The bank’s very steep here, she said. I shall slip down into
deep water if I go further out. What can I do to reach it? Oh, yes, I know, you can help. Hold
on to the end of my sari and I may be able to reach them with the pole.

Inside the jungle a yellow bird was sitting on a twig in a moynakanta tree. It was singing very
sweetly and making the leaves dance. Opu was fascinated."What bird is that, Didi?

‘Don't worry about birds! Hold on to my sari for all your worth or I shall slip in. Hold on
tight now.

Step by step Durga went down into the water, stretching out with the cane as far as it would
go. Her clothes were wet through but still she could not reach. She went a little bit further
and tried again, this time holding the cane with the tips of her fingers. Opu stood behind
her pulling as hard as he could, but suddenly he realized that he was not strong enough
to hold her and burst out laughing. He laughed so much that he let go of her and Durga
began to slide in, but she managed to save herself in time. Then she laughed too."What a

11
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wash-out you are! she exclaimed. You're utterly useless! But come on, let's have another go.

Hold on again

With an enormous effort she succeeded in hooking a cluster of chestnuts and pulling it near.
She examined it eagerly to see how many chestnuts there were on it, but in a minute or so

she flung it on the bank. They're quite raw. They haven't got any milk in them yet. Let’s try
once more. Hold on now,

Opu held on again, but he could not counter his sister’s pull as she leaned forward, and little
by little he found himself slipping into the water. His clothes began to get wet, so he gave
up and stood there shaking with laughter. Durga laughed too. Silly!" she said, and for some
time the lonely bamboo grove by the side of the pond echoed with the happy laughter of the

brother and sister.

'If only you had a little strength in your body! Durga said with a laugh, ‘but you haven'.

12
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You're no stronger than a dry stick. Thereupon she went down into the water to have another
try, but Opu who was still standing on the bank suddenly screamed out and pointed with
his finger in the direction of a bush nearby, 'Look Didi! What's that there?” And he rushed
to the place and started to dig something out of the ground. Durga climbed out of the
water, but before she got to him he had unearthed something and was rubbing it clean on
his clothes. He was very excited. Look at this, Didi!" he said and held it out for her to see.
‘See how it shines. What is it?’

Durga took it in her hand. It was roundish, had sharply cut facets, and it sparkled. She
turned it this way and that and examined it intently for a while, when an idea suddenly

flashed into her mind and her face shone bright through the dry hair that flopped over it.

She looked round nervously to see if anybody was watching, and then she whispered, Opu,
I think it's a diamond. Shh! Don't shout. And once more she looked around nervously. Opu
did not say a word. He just stood and stared at her. He knew what the word meant though.

13
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His mother, and his sister too, had told him lots of fairy stories about princes and princesses,
and they were always dressed in diamonds and pearls. He had however a somewhat wrong
notion of what diamond looked like. He thought it was yellowish, somewhat like fishes’
roes, but hard not soft.

Sharbojoya was not in the house, but when she got back from the village she saw the two
of them standing inside near the door. Durga crept up to her.’'Mother, she whispered, ‘we've
found something. We were near the Moat Lake picking water chestnuts and it was buried
in the jungle.

Opu said, T saw it first, Mother, and told Didi about it

Durga untied the knot in her sari and put the stone in her mother’s hand.'Look at it, Mother.
What is it?’

Sharbojoya turned it this way and that, and Durga whispered to her. It’s a real diamond,
Mother, isn't it?” Sharbojoya knew no more about diamonds than they did, so she said
dubiously,"What makes you think it's a diamond?

“The Mojumdars were rich people, weren't they, Mother? And people used to pick up gold
coins in the jungle near their house. Aunt used to tell me about them. We found this buried
in the jungle close to the lake. The sun was shining on it and it sparkled. It must be a real

diamond, Mother!
Sharbojoya said, "Wait till your father comes home and we'll show it to him!

It was a very excited and happy Durga that went out into the yard, and she said to Opu, ‘If
it's a real diamond, Opu, we shall be rich. You wait and see. Opu did not know what she
meant by rich, but he laughed all the same—a wild, excited laugh.

When the children left her, Sharbojoya took the thing out and had another look at it. It
was roundish with one face pointed. It really did sparkle. She thought she could see all
kinds of colours in it, so it certainly was not glass, at least she did not remember ever having
seen glass like that. A wave of excitement ran through her, and deep within her a hope, an
impossible hope, came to life, brushing all her doubts and hesitations away into the back of
her mind. If it really is a diamond...

To her, diamonds belonged only to fairyland. They hardly ever came into real life. The wealth
of the whole world could be exchanged for one little diamond.

A little later, Horihor came in carrying his bundle in his hand.

‘Come here, she said. Look at this. What is it?’
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