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INTRODUCTION

In today’s world of YouTube, mobile game apps, and streaming entertainment, and in the world of
augmented and virtual realities to come, parents and teachers often wonder how to get students to
read. I often get asked why I spend my years writing booRs, because surely no one reads any more.

Every generation worries that their children don’t read, forgetting how their parents scolded them
for not reading enough in their youth. The Greek, philosopher Aristotle once complained that his
next generation did not read either, so these concerns are not something new. Of course, parents in
Aristotle’s time didn’t need to worry about WhatsApp and the IPL. But the good news is, while
there may be a hundred new and wonderful things that claim children’s time, the love of reading is
fundamental to the human experience and is never going to go away.

Of course, how children read might change entirely—we might move from paper to e-readers to digital
scrolls to some form of headset in the future, and who Rnows what next. And what they're reading
changes too. I grew up in a time when there was very [ittle information about what to read next, and
I had to rely on family and friends who loved books. Today’s children have the opposite problem—so
many books available, and so many recommendations from wildly different sources. Besides, there
are innumerable articles on the Internet, forums, forwards...even new forms of fiction, such as fan
fiction. Wildly popular stories fly in from everywhere around the world, and sometimes it’s easy to
forget the classics, forget the older stories that previous generations had in common.

Al of this, fortunately, is fine. We [ive in a diverse and rapidly changing world, and the new
generation is growing up to face all its uncertainties and wonders. And nothing will help a deeper
understanding of their own [ives and those of others, of their own worlds and the realities of people
across the globe, than words on a printed page that fire up their imaginations and [et them see
through new eyes. After all, a person who reads (ives a thousand [ives, and a person who doesn’t?
Perhaps not even one whole one.

This excellent collection of short pieces—poetry and prose—will give young readers the Reys to enter
endless wonderful worlds, and start them off on journeys down roads that never end. I hope this
book_ helps those who already read extensively find more words and worlds to love, and Rindle the
sparR,of a [ifelong reading habit in those who are yet to discover the joys of reading.

Samit Basu
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Phani's Doll

little girl, Phani, had a doll with long black hair and big black eyes. She loved it
so much that she would treat it with great care. She would comb her hair and change
her dress every day. She had a box full of dresses, stitched by her mother for her.

As time passed, the little girl grew up, moved houses, became an adult, married, had
children and finally became a loving old woman, Phani Amma, with many grandchildren.

One day, she returned to her hometown and went to her old house. Among hundreds of
old things, she found her doll. It still looked good as it always had been. She took the doll
with her and gave it to her granddaughter, who loved it.

Every time Phani Amma saw her granddaughter playing with it, tears of joy would roll
down her cheeks. She was glad that she had looked after the doll so well. Seeing it in the
hands of her granddaughter, Phani Amma could enjoy the doll as much as she had when
she was a girl.

N



Comprehension

A. Choose the correct options.
1. Phani treated her doll

a. carelessly. b. carefully. c. badly.
2. Phani returned to her hometown
a. after her marriage. b. a few years later. c. as an old lady.

3. Tears of joy ran down Phani’s cheeks as
a. she remembered her childhood days.
b. she felt sad about being old.
¢. she saw her grandchild enjoying herself with the doll.

B. Answer the following questions.
1. Describe how, as a little girl, Phani cared for her doll.
2. How did Phani’s life change, as time passed?

3. Where did Phani find her doll again?

4. Why was Phani glad that she had looked after her doll very well?

C. Find words from the passage that mean the opposite.

1. empty 2. new

3. sorrow 4. few

5. short 6. hated

D. Make meaningful sentences by joining the words in the two columns.
4 Y N
A B

1. Cars a. played cricket yesterday.

2. The boys b. dropped the tray of food.

3. My dog c. are still sour.

4. These mangoes d. run on petrol or diesel.

5. We e. barked all night.
\6. The waiter f. took the morning train to Delhi. )

OQ—)Compomhon

A. Describe your favourite toy. How would you like to look after it?



At the Camp

ast summer, my friend, Kaavya and | went on a great holiday to Fame Camp. We went
because we play the guitar and we love singing. The camp was in Nainital and there
were fourteen other boys and girls with us. We all stayed in tents. Kaavya and | were in a

tent with two other girls, Surabhi and Drishti. It was great! The weather was lovely. It was
sunny and hot.

Every morning, after breakfast, we had music lessons. We listened to different types of
music and played different instruments. | tried playing the violin! Then we all had singing
lessons. The teacher was fantastic. He taught us tricks that helped us sing better.

In the afternoon, we danced. Our teacher made a video and we watched it in the evening.

N



At the end of the week, we had a big show in the theatre. It was very exciting. We sang,
danced and played music. We had a wonderful time there. After returning home, our
parents watched the video. They thought we were brilliant. It was a great week and we
made lots of friends. We want to go next year too.

Comprehension

A. Choose the correct options.
1. Kaavya's hobby is
a. music. b. dance. c. art
2. They all stayed in
a. tents. b. apartments. c. hats.
3. The camp lasted for
a. a fortnight. b. a month. c. seven days.

B. Answer the following questions.
1. List at least three activities that were performed by the children at the camp.

2. Why do the children wish to go back to the camp next year?

C. Tick (v) the correct options. Cross (X) the incorrect ones.
1. Activities at the camp included

a. singing lessons. D b. a parent teacher meeting. D
c. dancing. B d. playing musical instruments. ||
e. a musical performance. [ | f. art and craft. (]
g. examinations. (] h. magic shows. (]

D. Fill in the blanks with opposites of the highlighted words.

1. Kavya is my friend. She is not my

2. It was sunny and hot. It was not and it was not
3. The show was exciting. Nobody found it

4. Kavya and | love singing but swimming.

5. We had fun in the evening. We worked in the

6. We were sad while coming back. We were delighted when we were

E. The highlighted words have the same sound but they are different in meaning.
Tick (V) the correct ones.
1. She picked bunches of flowers/flours until her apron was full of them.

[ 4

2. We loved the weather/whether as it was not damp and cold.



The doll had long black hair/hare and big black eyes.
The birds rose higher/hire into the sky.

My grandpa is many ears/years older than me.

| do not like to be disturbed when | am preying/praying.

A

Composition

A. Imagine you are attending a summer camp for five days. Write a diary entry, narrating the
activities of any one day.
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Heidi and Peter

t was very beautiful in the mountain that morning. The sun shone brightly on the green
pastures filled with many blue and yellow flowers had opened. Heidi was wild with joy
and ran from side to side. She picked bunches of flowers until her apron was full of them.
Peter had a hard time looking after the herd of goats and keeping an eye on Heidi at the

same time.

They soon reached the foot of a rocky mountain peak and Peter lay down on the sunny
grass. Tired, he soon fell asleep and the goats climbed about among the bushes. Heidi sat
beside Peter. A light breeze fanned her cheeks and those big mountains around her made
her happy as never before. She looked up at the mountain tops till they all seemed to
have faces and soon, they were familiar to her, like old friends.

Suddenly she heard a loud, sharp scream and looking up, she saw the largest bird she

had ever seen, flying above her. With its wings outstretched, he flew in large circles over

Heidi's head. She woke up Peter and then they both watched the bird breathlessly. It rose

higher and higher into the sky, till it disappeared at last behind the mountain peak.
—Adapted from Heidi by Johanna Spyri



Comprehension

A. Complete the following sentences.

1.
2.
3.

4,

Heidi filled her

Peter found it difficult

Heidi imagined the mountain tops

and they looked

While looking at the bird, both Heidi and Peter held

B. Answer the following questions.

1.

2.

3.

What made Heidi wild with joy? What happened as a result of this?

Why did Peter feel tired?

What made Heidi notice the bird? What kind of a bird do you think it was?

C. In each sentences replace the highlighted words with one word from the passage.

uh W=

The green grass dazzled in the sun light.

We welcomed our grandparents with bouquets of flowers.

When Virat Kohli sat next to me, | stared at him open-mouthed.

| watched the aeroplane till it went out of sight.

We were very tired by the time we reached the top of the mountain.
Viswanathan Anand is a well-known chess player.

D. Rearrange these words to form proper sentences.

1.

o Uk wnN

run about goats | to want able to be the like do
dressed herself jumped bed Heidi out of and

leaves falling are to the ground the orange and red
high can the eagles in sky very fly

the sheep after got Peter tired looking and the goats
apron flowers Heidi's was full of fresh

Composition

A. Imagine you have got lost in the mountains. Write a paragraph describing what you saw
and how you felt.



‘When | was at the party,

Said Betty, aged just four,

‘A little girl fell off her chair
Right down upon the floor.

And all the other little girls
Began to laugh, but me—

| didn't laugh a single bit,

Said Betty seriously.

‘Why not?’ her mother asked her,
Full of delight to find

That Betty—Dbless her little heart!
Had been so sweetly kind.

‘Why didn't you laugh, my darling?
Or don't you like to tell?

‘| didn't laugh, said Betty,

‘Cause I'm the one who fell’

Betty at the Party

C '
omprehension
A. Join the words in the two columns correctly.
4 Y N
A B
1. The girl who fell a. laugh at others.
2. The party b. was rocking her chair.
3. Betty’s mother ¢. was for children.
4. We should never d. blessed her.
- J




B. Choose the correct options.
1. Who laughed at Betty?
a. her friends b. all the girls C. no one
2. Betty’s mother was full of delight because
a. Betty had fallen down.
b. Betty had not laughed.
c. Betty had not attended the party.

C. Answer the following questions.
1. What word does Betty’s mother use to describe her?

2. Do you think it is good to laugh at others? Give a reason for your answer.

3. ‘Four’and ‘flour’ are rhyming pairs because they have the same sound at the end. Find two
more rhyming pairs in the poem.

D. Fill in the blanks with the opposites of the word within brackets. You will find the words in
the passage.

1. The children understood that the giant was a (cruel) man.
2. The fairy godmother came to (curse) the new born princess.
3. We (finished) the competition.

4. We were surprised to hear the clown speak so (funnily).

5. The baby smiled so (bitterly)!

6. She stepped on a banana peel and (rose) on the floor.

E. Fill in the blanks with the correct options.

1. The train will arrive at Ajmer (in/at) night.

2. It was very rainy (in/at) the morning today.

3. Put the dishes (on/in) the table, please.

4. He is parking the car (on/in) the garage.

5. (On/At) Sundays, we go fishing.

6. There are a lot of toys (on/at) the shop.
Composition

A. If you had to make a thank you card for your mother for all the love she gives you, what
would you say in it? Write in a few lines.
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Brave Children

hese are the stories of the children who know no fear.

Om Prakash Yadav stood with burn marks on his face. He had rescued his friends
from their school van when it caught fire while the adult driver ran away. ‘Il could feel the
burn on my body, he said, ‘but then | could hear the cries of my friends who were caught
inside the van!

Two young girls, Mittal Patadiya and Prasannata Shandilya,
overcame robbers carrying knives. One would not let go
despite being attacked herself and the other threw chilli
powder into their eyes. Both have the same response: ‘My
mother was in danger!

Anjali Singh Gautam carried her injured brother on her
back through a gun battle. On her birthday, her village was
attacked and Anjali’s brother was hit by bullets. He was
heavy since he was just a couple of years younger than her,
but she carried him to safety. And seven-year-old Dungar
Singh went back into his burning hut to rescue his disabled
brother. ‘I love him very much, each of them said.

Uma Shankar, travelling to school by bus, watched with horror as a minibus overturned,
trapping people, mostly children, under it. He leapt out to help them. He has a message
for all of us: ‘More people should step forward to help their fellow beings!

C [
omprehension
A. Match the children with their brave deeds.
s 2% ™
A B
1. Om Prakash a. Carried her brother to safety
2. Mittal and Prasannata b. Saved his friends from a burning van
3. Anjali c. Saved children from an overturned bus
4. Uma Shankar d. Overcame robbers carrying knives
- J
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