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Preface

Madhubun Educational Books has published an exciting new series of coursebooks and workbooks 
for Classes 1–8. Although largely meant for ICSE schools, the series cuts across school 
examination boards and makes for good reading to anyone who is searching for cross-cultural 
and contemporary literature. Each coursebook is age-appropriate and has, apart from the text, 
a wide range of activities and exercises which will not only teach the pupil the various aspects 
and nuances of language, grammar, syntax and other parts of language learning, but also spur 
on the reader to explore other writings both in prose and in poetry. 

This series is specially recommended because it offers to the reader a wide range of literary 
work that is both sensitively written and inspiring in content. The editors have ensured that 
there is adequate representation of women writers; examples of English as it is used, written 
and spoken in different parts of the world; subaltern writings and selections expressing the voices 
of the marginalised and the voiceless; always keeping in mind that the language is inclusive and 
contemporary without being archaic or convoluted.

One of the most potent vehicles of teaching human values and morals is literature, and every 
piece chosen here carries a powerful social message. Thus, it is that this series carries the voices 
of the girl child and people living with disabilities; the songs and poems of hitherto oppressed 
and marginalised communities.

Using this series in a school would, therefore, ensure that the pupils grow up to be not just 
readers and writers of good English, but also people who will be compassionate and conscious 
of the world around them. This is, after all, the overarching aim of education, and if, through 
this series, teachers are able to inculcate these human values in a way that is enjoyable, 
flexible and motivational, then ‘education for transformation’ will no longer be mere jargon in 
teachers’  handbooks.

The chapters and the exercises may be used in a wide variety of ways—with storytelling 
sessions, poetry reading, poetry writing, role play and play reading—within the limits of the 
English period. Through this series it is hoped that the classroom will once again become lively, 
interactive and an enjoyable place of learning and growth where both teacher and pupil will 
realise their own potential to appreciate higher literature and enhance critical thinking.

I heartily recommend these books because of their multipronged approach to the teaching-
learning experience. I have immensely enjoyed working on them, and I foresee in their use an 
enriched teacher–pupil relationship, and an altogether happy classroom experience. 

—Hilda Peacock

(Consultant Editor)
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Moon, so round and yellow,
Looking from on high,
How I love to see you
Shining in the sky.
Oft and oft I wonder,
When I see you there,
How they get to light you,
Hanging in the air.

Moon So Round 
and Yellow

11

Getting Started

,, �When you look at the Moon at night, which describing words 
come to your mind?

,, Does the Moon look the same every night? Why?

10



Where you go at morning,
When the night is past, 
And the sun comes peeping
O’er the hills at last.
Sometimes I will watch you
Slyly overhead,
When you think I’m sleeping
Snugly in my bed.

—Matthias Barr

11



oft	 often
peeping	 looking quickly and secretly 
slyly	 secretly

overhead	 above someone’s head 
snugly	 comfortably

Words to Know

	 Understanding the Text

A.	 Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the poem.

	 1.	 Moon, so round and __________________,

		  __________________ from on high.

	 2.	 How they get to __________________ you,

		  Hanging in the __________________.

	 3.	 And the sun comes __________________

		  O’er the __________________ at last.

	 4.	 Where you go at __________________,

		  When the __________________ is past.

	 5.	 When you think I’m __________________

		  __________________ in my bed.

B.	 Answer the following questions. 

	 1.	 Give two words from the poem to describe the Moon.

	 2.	 How does the child feel when he looks at the Moon?

	 3.	 Write two things that the child wonders about the Moon.

	 4.	 What happens to the Moon when the night is past?

C.	 Answer the questions with reference to the context.

	 1.	 Sometimes I will watch you 
		  Slyly overhead, 
		  When you think I’m sleeping
		  Snugly in my bed.

		  a.	 Whom does the child watch?
		  b.	 What is meant by the word slyly?
		  c.	 Why does he watch slyly?

D.	 Think and answer.

	 1.	 Where do you think the Moon goes when the Sun appears in the sky?

	 Playing with Words

Rhyming words have the same ending sounds. 
	 For example:	 wonder and thunder, stick and wick

A.	 Find words in the poem which rhyme with the following:

	 1.	 air ________	 2.	 overhead ________	 3.	 past ________	 4.	 peeping ________

B.	 Now, write two sets of rhyming words of your own and make sentences 
with them. 

	 For example:	 I wish I could be as free as a tree.

Antonyms are words which are opposite in meaning to the given words. 
	 For example:	 up—down, sad—happy

C.	 Now, write antonyms of the following words. One has been done for you.

	 1.	 high	 _____________	 2.	 above	 _____________	 3.	 wide	 _____________

	 4.	 beautiful	 _____________	 5.	 morning	 _____________	 6.	 day	 _____________	

D.	 Tick () the words that describe the given pictures. You may select more than 
one word.

	 1.	 	 a.	 starry	 	 b.	 yellow	 	 c.	 scary	

12
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	 Playing with Words
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	 For example:	 I wish I could be as free as a tree.

Antonyms are words which are opposite in meaning to the given words. 
	 For example:	 up—down, sad—happy

C.	 Now, write antonyms of the following words. One has been done for you.

	 1.	 high	 _____________	 2.	 above	 _____________	 3.	 wide	 _____________
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one word.

	 1.	 	 a.	 starry	 	 b.	 yellow	 	 c.	 scary	
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	 2.	 	 a.	 rainy	 	 b.	 dull	 	 c.	 colourful	

	 3.	 	 a.	 dark	 	 b.	 fluffy	 	 c.	 black	

	 4.	 	 a.	 foggy	 	 b.	 cloudy	 	 c.	 sunny	

	 5.	 	 a.	 snowy	 	 b.	 windy	 	 c.	 rainy	

	 Learning the Language

A sentence is a group of words which makes complete sense. 
	 For example:	 The book on the table is new. (This is a sentence as it 

makes complete sense.)
		�  The book on the table (This is not a sentence as it does 

not make complete sense.) 

A sentence must begin with a capital letter and end in a full stop (.), a 
question mark (?) or an exclamation mark (!).

A.	 Write the words in the correct order to make complete sentences. Remember 
to punctuate them.

	 1.	 you live do where

	 2.	 puppet made a of is wood

	 3.	 will pizza eat we tonight

	 4.	 been London you ever have to

	 5.	 reading habit books good is a

	 6.	 school my this is 

We use a word or a group of words to express strong feelings like happiness, 
fear, surprise, excitement or disgust. These are called interjections.
	 For example:	� Wow! The dress is so beautiful!
		  Ouch! It hurts!
		  Hurrah! I won a lottery!

B.	 Fill in the blanks with suitable interjections from the box.

	 Wow	 Bravo	 Shh	 Hooray	 Oh

	 1.	 ____________________! The baby is sleeping.

	 2.	 ____________________! What a beautiful flower!

	 3.	 ____________________! I forgot my pencil box at home!

	 4.	 ____________________! You have performed very well.

	 5.	 ____________________! Dad is taking us out for a drive!

	 Writing

A.	 Imagine you have just landed on the Moon. Write a short paragraph of five 
sentences describing what you can see, how you are feeling and what you 
plan to do. You may use the given words in your paragraph.

	 spacecraft	 craters	 mountains	 adventure	 Earth
	 oxygen cylinder	 weightless	 gravity

14
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