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We are glad to present Me ‘n’ Mine English (Core) for class XII 
students.

This invaluable Me ‘n’ Mine series provides useful practice 
material to the students.
Salient features of the book are:

Topicwise Guidelines with Solved Examples.
 A number of sectionwise, chapterwise and topicwise Pullout 

Worksheets having variety of examination oriented questions.
 Selected Other Important Practice Questions have also been given 

separately. 
 Five Practice Papers based on the latest CBSE curriculum 

guidelines with ample space for writing answers.

Suggestions from readers are most welcome.
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SYLLABUS
SECTION A: READING COMPREHENSION 30 marks 40 periods

READING UNSEEN PASSAGES AND NOTE-MAKING 

Two unseen passages with a variety of Very Short Answer/Short Answer or MCQ questions to test 
comprehension, interpretation and inference. Vocabulary such as word formation and inference of meaning 
will also be tested.
The total length of the two passages will be between 1100–1200 words. The passages will include two of 
the following:
1. Factual passages e.g., instructions, descriptions, reports.
2. Descriptive passages involving opinion e.g., argumentative, persuasive or interpretative text.
3.  Literary passage e.g.
 •  The passage can be literary, factual or discursive to test comprehensions. The length of one passage 

SECTION B: WRITING SKILLS 30 marks 70 periods

4. Short Answer Questions, e.g. advertisement and notices, designing or drafting posters, writing formal 
and informal invitations and replies. 4 marks

5. Long Answer Questions: Letters based on verbal/visual input. 6 marks
Letters types include

information, placing orders and sending replies)
 • Letters to the editor (giving suggestions on an issue or opinion on issue on public interest)
 •  Application for a job
6 & 7.  Very Long Answer Questions: Two compositions based on visual and/or verbal input may be 

descriptive or argumentative in nature such as an article, a debate or a speech. 20 marks

SECTION C: LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS AND LONG READING TEXT
 40 marks 100 periods

FLAMINGO AND VISTAS

 8. Very Short Answer Questions–based on an extract from poetry to test comprehension and appreciation.
   4 marks
 9. Short Answer Questions  marks
 10. Long Answer Question–based on texts to test global comprehension and extrapolation beyond the texts 

 marks
 11. Long Answer Question–based on texts to test global comprehension along with analysis and 

extrapolation. 6 marks
 12. Long Answer Question–based on theme, plot and incidents from the prescribed novels. 6 marks
 13. Long Answer Question–based on understanding appreciation, analysis and interpretation of the 

marks
Prescribed Books
 1. Flamingo: English Reader published by National Council of Education Research and Training, New Delhi.
 2. Vistas: Supplementary Reader published by National Council of Education Research and Training, 

New Delhi.
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Note: Long answer questions based on values can be given in the writing section or in the literature section.
  Textbooks Name of the lessons deleted

    2. The Interview

  Vistas 4. The Third Level

Long Reading Text/Novel (either one) Author
Silas Marner George Eliot
The Invisible Man H.G. Wells

QUESTION PAPER DESIGN

Time 3 hours Marks 100

Typology Typology of 
questions/
learning 
outcomes

MCQ
1 mark

Very
Short

Answer
Question
1 mark

Short
Answer

Question
3 marks

Short
Answer

Question
4 marks

Long
Answer-1

80-100
words

5 marks

Long
Answer-2
120-150 
words

6 marks

Very
Long 

Answer
150-200
words

(HOTS)
10 marks

Total
marks

Over 
all %

Reading
Skills

Conceptual, 
understand
ing, decoding, 
Analysing, 
inferring, 
interpreting, 
appreciating, 
literary con
ventions and 
vocabulary, 
summarising 
and using 
appropriate 
format/s

6 16 1 — 1 — —

Writing
Skills

Reasoning, 
appropriacy 
of style and 
tone, using 
appropriate 
format and 

inference, 
analysis, 
evaluation 
and creativity

— — — 1 — 1 2

Literary 
Textbooks 
and Long 
reading
text

Recalling, 
reasoning, 
appreciating 
literary 
conventions, 
inference, 
analysis, 
evaluation, 
creativity 

— 4 4 — — 4 40 40

TOTAL
20

100 100
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READING SKILLSA
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3IWCIPOT ES ILEDIUG EN S ...

Some Useful Tips

Reading is a skill that can be acquired. Every skill demands practice. The aim is to develop the capacity to 
read better and faster and thereby comprehend in lesser time.

Comprehension skill requires:
 (i) grasping the meaning of the passage.

 (ii) understanding the main issues/problems raised.

 (iii) identifying the relevant phrases/clauses/clues for answer to comprehension questions.

 (iv) answering questions precisely in simple, clear and grammatically correct language.

HOW TO MASTER THE ART OF COMPREHENSION

Follow the following steps:
 1. Read the passage quickly to get the general sense.
 2. Try to understand the various ideas/issues raised in it.
 3. Give a second (or third) reading to grasp its meaning fully. Now you may read slowly and carefully.
  Caution.

by relating them to the preceding and following sentences. Just grasp the main thread of ideas. Rather 
than concentrating on words, look for the main ideas.

 4. Read each question carefully and one by one.
 5. Now read the passage again keeping the questions in mind, i.e., read selectively to locate the answers.
 6. Underline the key sentences/words related to the questions.
 7. Pen the answers down one by one.
 8. Be brief and to the point. Precise and relevant answers are rated high.
 9. Write the answers in your own language. There is no credit for just copying or reproducing the language 

of the passage.
 10. Check your spellings, punctuations. Correct the grammatical errors, if any.

the other hand, you may add a point, if needed, to make the answer more comprehensive.

Reading Unseen Passages and Note making (30 marks)

and inference. Vocabulary such as word formation and inference of meaning will also be tested.
The total length of the two passages will be between 1100-1200 words. The passage will include two of the 
following:
 1. Factual passages, e.g., instructions, descriptions, reports.
 2. Descriptive passages involving opinion, e.g., argumentative, persuasive or interpretative text.
 3.  Literary passages, e.g

lines.
  •  The passages can be literary, factual or discursive to test comprehensions. The length of one passage 

should be between 600-700 words.
  • A third passage of 400-500 words for note-making and abstraction.
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COMPREHENSION PASSAGES

Question No. 1 (11 Marks)

SOLVED EXAMPLE

 1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 11

MAGIC MACHINE

withdrawn from the machine. `
counted again. It was indeed ` `

for ` ` 5000 and a little transaction slip that read. 
` 1000.

` 10,000. By now it seemed 

low—only ` ` 1000. The machine spat out 5000.

two buddies with ` 26000 between them—` 20,800 of it free money.

`

with all the money.

  It looked like a daylight robbery—in reverse. For they drove two kilometres, to the nearest branch of the 
`

their faulty machine.

A. Choose the most appropriate option: 1 × 3 = 3

   (a) The theme of the passage is .................... .

     (i) Dishonesty (ii) Loyalty

     (iii  (iv) Sincerity

  (b) The passage proves the machines .................... .

     (i) do not make mistakes (ii) never make mistakes

     (iii) do make mistakes (iv) all of the above
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  (c

     (i) most of the people are corrupt (ii) man is greedy by nature

     (iii) riches attracts people (iv) all of the above

 B. Answer the following questions briefly: 1 × 6 = 6

   (a

  (b) What efforts did the two friends make to verify the behaviour of the machine?

  (c

  (d

  (e

  (f) What did they ask the guard to do?

 C. Find words in the passage similar in meaning as:  1 × 2 = 2

  (a) slightly stiff     (b) almost

Answers
 A. (a)  (iii) Honesty
  (b)  (iii) do make mistakes
  (c)  (iv) all of the above
 B. (a)  He had asked for ̀  1200, but the ATM machine gave him ̀  6000. He counted the money twice. He expressed 

his surprise to his friend Faisal Mukhi who was standing nearby.
  (b)  Faisal thought Jamshed had pressed wrong buttons. So Khan’s ATM card was inserted again for ` 1000. 

` 5000 popped out. But the transaction slip showed withdrawal as ` 1000 only. Two other attempts were 
made: one with Khan’s card and another with Mukhi’s. They had inserted cards for ` 5200, but got  five 
times the money i.e., ` 26,000.

  (c)  ATM is short for Automated Teller Machine. It is a counting device run by automatic machine. It is quite 
tough and exact. It is almost impossible to commit an error. This ATM was issuing money five times more.

  (d)  Here the men were returning the easy money to the rightful owner i.e., the bank. They presented the whole 
money to the manager.

  (e)  The manager praised the customers for their dream honesty. A human error while loading cash was responsible 
for the erratic behaviour of ATM.

  (f)  They asked the guard not allow anybody to use the ATM.
 C. (a) crisp  (b) virtually

Question No. 2 (11 Marks)

 2. Read the following poem carefully and answer the questions that follow: 11

    ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE

  They have their exits and their entrances,

  Then the whining schoolboy, with his satchel
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  Unwillingly to school. 

  Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad

  Then a soldier,

  Full of strange oaths and bearded like the pard,

  Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel,

  Seeking the bubble reputation

  In fair round belly with good capon lined,

  With eyes severe and beard of formal cut,

  The sixth age shifts

  Into the lean and slippered pantaloon,

  For his shrunk shank, and his big manly voice,

  Turning again toward childish treble, pipes

  Last scene of all,

  That ends this strange eventful history,

  Is second childishness and mere oblivion,

  Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything. — William Shakespeare

Answers
 A. Choose the most appropriate option: 1 × 3 = 3
   (a) What have men and women been compared with?
     (i) audience (ii) actors
     (iii) judges (iv) narrators
  (b) What does the poet try to indicate to by ‘bubble reputation’?
     (i) transitory nature of life (ii) meaningless heroics
     (iii) short-lived reputation (iv) all of the above
  (c) The human world is like a .................... . 
     (i) stage (ii) movie
     (iii) devil (iv) none of the above
 B. Answer the following questions briefly: 1 × 6 = 6
   (a) How has the lover been described here?
  (b) How does a school boy behave?
  (c) What happens at the sixth stage?
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