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Preface
The Grammar Gate series has been specially designed to meet the needs of the learners in 

schools today. This graded grammar course comprising eight books is intended for the primary 

and middle schools (classes 1 to 8). 

The Grammar Gate books are largely based on a study of the current trends in school syllabi 

and recent developments in the treatment of English grammar and composition. The main 

objective of this series is to equip the learners with the ability to use English effectively in 

real-life situations. Special attention has been paid to the points of structure and usage, with 

a focus on the areas of verbs.

The series aims at simplicity of language and its treatment. The grammatical explanations 

in particular have been presented in a conversational tone, with multiple examples, 

reinforced by extensive drills. The units on comprehension and composition set out to help 

the learners to put their knowledge of grammar to more practical use and to widen their 

communicative ability.

Special features of The Grammar Gate

•	 �Includes carefully graded material across the series with sections on vocabulary, 

punctuation, composition and comprehension, with special focus on structure 

and usage.

•	 �Get cracking acts as a short warm-up activity at the beginning of each unit 

for recapitulation. 

•	 Fun time includes activities to enhance creative skills and make learning enjoyable.

•	 �Comprehension and Composition help develop the learner’s ability to use grammar 

in context. 

•	 �Word smart pages based on vocabulary, and special sections like common errors, 

remember, rules and notes facilitate the learning process.

•	 Let’s revise helps in the recapitulation and evaluation of what has been learnt. 

•	 �Teacher’s books are available for each level, with an answer key to the exercises, to 

support teaching.

I am indebted to grammarians and writers on methodology, mainly PC Wren, H. Martin,  

John Eastwood, Michael Swan, Raymond Murphy, Adrian Doff and Penny Ur whose books 

have been of great help.

I would like to thank my sons, N. Koteswara Rao and N. Murali Mohana Rao, for their 

assistance in several ways in the making of this series. Thanks are due to my wife, 

N. Jayalakshmi, for her constant support and encouragement all through the years.

It is sincerely hoped that this need-based series, enlivened by colourful illustrations, will 

be appreciated by both children and teachers alike. Further suggestions and feedback for 

improving the books will be received gratefully.
—Dr N.D.V. Prasada Rao
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Word Part of speech

Three

little 

words 

we 

often 

see 

Parts of speech1

Conjunctions N
ou

n

Adjec
tiv

e

Verbs

Adv
er

bs

Preposition

Interjection Pronouns

Enjoy this poem – The Parts of Speech

Three little words we often see, 
Are Articles– a, an and the.
A Noun is the name of anything, 
A book or garden, bird or wing.
Adjectives tell about the noun – 
Big or small, pink or brown!
In place of nouns the Pronouns stand, 
He, she, they, we, me or his or mine.
Verbs tell of something being done, 
To sing, play, eat, jump or run.
How things are done the Adverbs tell 
As nicely, quickly, ill or well.
Conjunctions join the nouns together, 
As men and women, wing or feather
A Preposition stands before a noun, 
As in the house or near the town.
An Interjection shows shock or surprise, 
As Oh! How pretty; Ah! How wise!

The first line has six words and they belong to five parts of speech. 
Can you name them?
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Each word in English language belongs to a particular class or part of speech. We already 
know that there are eight parts of speech in English Grammar. We have also read about 
them all in detail. Now let us do a quick revision.

Nouns
A noun is the name of a person, place or thing. The word thing includes: 

•	 those things that we can see, feel, taste, touch and hear;

•	 those things that we can simply think of, but cannot see or touch.

There are several kinds of nouns. They are as follows:

Common and proper nouns

Common nouns are words like boy, aunt, city, month, mountain, and so on, which name or 
refer to people, places or things, but are not the names of particular people, places or things. 
They are names given in common to all people, places or things of the same kind. The names 
of particular people, places or things like Ashok, Helen, Delhi, July, Everest are called proper 
nouns. Proper nouns begin with a capital letter.

Abstract nouns

Abstract nouns are the names of feelings, ideas or qualities, like 
joy, sorrow, friendship, kindness, strength, courage, beauty. They are 
things we cannot touch or see.

Collective nouns

These are the names of groups of people, animals or things, 
like crowd, army, committee, flock, bunch. Often a certain word 
(collective noun) is used with certain kinds of people, animals or 
things. For example, we say: a band of musicians, a pride of lions, 
or a set of tools.

Countable and uncountable nouns

Nouns like book, pen, table, apple, camera and CD are countable. They are things that can be 
counted. For example, we say one book, two books, five books and so on. Countable nouns 
can be singular or plural. They are used with a/an and numbers like one, two, three, etc.

Singular countables cannot be used alone. We put either a/an or words like the, this, that, my, 
and so on before them (an apple, the table, this pen, your CD).

Names of substances (like milk, oil, rice, gold, and so on) and abstract things—things we 
cannot see or touch (like beauty, joy, friendship, music, and so on) are uncountable nouns in 
most cases.

The word some can go before both uncountable nouns and plural countable nouns.

Example:	 There is some juice in the jug, and some biscuits on the plate.

Skipping is 
such a joy!
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We do not use words like some, the, much, and so on, with uncountable nouns when we are 
talking about things in general. They can be used alone, unlike singular countable nouns.

Example:	 Bread is made from flour.

Note that the following nouns are usually uncountable in English.

advice work luggage paper

news business scenery bread

information furniture traffic weather

 Common errors

•	 Can I give you an advice?	  	 Can I give you some advice?	 

•	 They sold all their furnitures.	  	 They sold all their furniture.	 

If you are thinking of one separate item or unit of an uncountable thing, you may say a piece 
of .../a bottle of ..., and so on.

a piece/an item of news a piece/bar of chocolate

a piece/sheet of paper a piece/loaf of bread

a glass of water a jar of honey

a kilo of wheat a metre of cloth

1 kg

a bottle of milk

a loaf of bread a slice of bread a carton of milk a can of cold 
drink

a bottle of cold 
drink

a bowl of sugar

a kilo of meat a bar of soap a bar of 
chocolate

a piece of 
chocolate

a piece of 
cheese

a piece of 
furniture

a glass of water a jug of water a cup of tea a packet of tea a jar of honey
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	A.	� Complete these sentences with the correct article. Put a cross (O) on the blank that 
does not need an article.

	 1.	 What                             beautiful scenery!

	 2.	 Have you put                             salt in the soup?

	 3.	 I saw                             snake in the garden.

	 4.	 She takes                             bread every day.

	 5.	                             cakes are made from                             flour.

	 6.	 I have                             urgent work to do.

	 7.	 She isn’t in                             good health.

	 8.	 He takes                             banana with                             milk.

	 9.	                              jam consists of                              fruit and                              sugar.

	 10.	                             chair is often made of                             wood.

	 11.	                             mangoes grow on                             trees.

	 12.	 I want to ask you                             question.

	 13.	                             cat eats                             meat.

	 14.	 I have heard                             good news.

	 15.	                             child likes                             sweets.

	 16.	                             fish swims in                             water.

	 17.	 I like                             butter on                             piece of                             bread.

	 18.	                             knife is made of                             steel.

Pronouns
A pronoun is a word that is used in place of a noun that is already mentioned. It is used to 
avoid repetition. There are several kinds of pronouns. Here are some.

Kinds of pronouns

Pronouns may be divided into eight classes.

1.	 Personal pronouns (I, you, we, he, she, him, them, and so on)

2.	 Possessive pronouns (mine, yours, ours, his, theirs, and so on)

3.	 Reflexive pronouns (myself, yourself, herself, themselves, and so on)

4.	 Demonstrative pronouns (this, that, these, those)

5.	 Interrogative pronouns (who, what, which, when, whose, in asking questions)

6.	 Relative pronouns (who, which, that, whom, used as in: “This is the man who helped me.”)

7.	 Pronouns of quantity (all, both, some, much, many, enough, one, two, three, and so on)

8.	� Pronouns of indefinite quantity like some, any, much, many, somebody/someone, anybody/
anyone, something, anything, and the like are sometimes called indefinite pronouns.
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Personal pronouns

Personal pronouns are subdivided into three persons: the first person (the speaker/speakers), 
the second person (the person/people spoken to) and the third person (the person/people or 
thing/things spoken about). Study the following table.

Person Singular Plural

Subject Object Subject Object

First I me we us

Second you you you you

Third he 
she 
it

him 
her 
it

they them

Subject forms (I, he, we, etc.) are used as subjects before verbs. 
Example: I saw the Qutab Minar, but he didn’t. 

Rule 1

Object forms (me, him, us, etc.) are used as objects after verbs.
Example: I called him but he didn’t hear me.
Object forms are also used after prepositions.
Example:	� Look at him. He is wearing a red cap.

Rule 2

We can use object forms after the verb be (am/is/are/was/were).
Examples: “Who’s there?” “It’s me.”
The subject form in this position (“It is I”) is old-fashioned and very formal.

Rule 3

We use object forms after than and as in comparisons.
Examples:	�He is older than me. 

I am not as old as him.

Rule 4
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Possessive and reflexive pronouns

Possessive pronouns are those indicating possession. 

Examples:

We use reflexive pronouns when the object is the same person/thing as the subject.

Examples:	�Abhi cut himself on a piece of glass. (The subject ‘Abhi’ and the object ‘himself’ 
refer to the same person.)

We also use self for emphasis to say  ‘that person and nobody else’.

Examples:	�Mr Sen repaired the computer himself. (Nobody else repaired it.) 
Nobody helped me to carry the box upstairs. I carried it myself. 
We found the way ourselves.

When used in this way, the -self pronouns are called  
emphatic pronouns.

Demonstrative, interrogative and relative pronouns

We use this is/these are to introduce people. These are 
demonstrative pronouns. 

Examples:	�Mr Khan, this is Mr Vinay Singh.  
Mr Singh, this is Mr Abdul Khan.

That house is theirs. 
(They are the owners of the house.)

This school is ours. 
(This is our school.)

The toys he is playing with are his. 
(He is the owner of the toys.)

These books are mine. 
(These are my books.)

This gift is yours. 
(This is your gift.)

This pair of shoes is hers. 
(She is the owner of the shoes.)

Mr Singh, this is 
Mr Abdul Khan.
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The interrogative pronoun what normally asks about things.  
Who asks about people, which asks about things or people  
when there is a small choice.

Examples:	�What is your favourite hobby? 
Who phoned you?

Relative pronouns are useful in joining two short sentences.

Examples:	�A woman lives next door. She is very friendly. 
The woman who lives next door is very friendly.

The relative pronoun, who is used with people. Which is used with things. 
That can be used with both people and things, but who is more 
usual than that with people.

Examples:	�The police have caught the man who stole her suitcase. 
She opened the letter that was addressed to me. 
There is a problem which worries me.

	B.	 Choose the correct pronoun from the brackets.

	 1.	 He is older than (me/I).

	 2.	� Nobody except (him/he) answered the question.

	 3.	 “Who’s that?”  “It’s (I/me).”

	 4.	� Isha fell off the stairs and hurt (her/herself).

	 5.	� Have you done the homework (yourself/yourselves), Ginni?

	 6.	 I am not as tall as (she/her).

	 7.	 “Who said that?”  “(Him/He).”

	 8.	 Is this video (yours/your)?

	 9.	 This handbag is (hers/her).

	 10.	� (On the phone) Hello, is (that/this) David?

	 11.	 Mr Mehta, do you know Mr Bhaskar Chopra? Mr Chopra, (he/this) is Mr Ashok Mehta.

	 12.	 (Which/what) is a better exercise—swimming or tennis?

Adjectives
An adjective is a word that describes a noun—how good or bad, what colour, how many, 
what shape or size and so on.

Kinds of adjectives

There are mainly five kinds of adjectives. They are as under.

	Descriptive adjectives (or adjectives of quality) answer the question ‘What kind’.

	Examples: a good idea, a funny story, a valuable gift, a clever student, costly clothes

Which would you like, 
pasta or noodles?
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Demonstrative adjectives have the same form as demonstrative pronouns.

	Examples: this book, these books, that woman, those women

	Possessive adjectives show possession.

Examples: my camera, her bag, their flat

	Interrogative adjectives ask questions.

	Examples: What date is it today? Which CD is yours?

Adjectives of quantity include numbers (one, two, twenty, first, second, ninth and so on) and 
words like all, both, much, many, enough and some.

	Examples: �two computers, all girls, enough rice, some mangoes

	In modern grammars, adjectives of types 2, 3, 4 and 5 called determiners.

	C.	 Underline the adjectives and write their kinds in the blanks alongside.

	 1.	 Rana Pratap was a great warrior.	                                      

	 2.	 Seren is a beautiful girl.	                                      

	 3.	 Children are innocent creatures.	                                      

	 4.	 Please give me some food to eat.	                                      

	 5.	 There are twenty five students in our class.	                                      

	 6.	 Ranjana gave me this pen on my birthday.	                                      

	 7.	 Do you see that red crab?	                                      

	 8.	 The big fish is swimming with many small fishes.	                                      

Verbs
A verb tells us what a person or thing does, or what happens.

Examples:	�He acts on television.  
Anil bowls well. 
Birds flew away. 
Water was flowing over the dam. 
Rohit is playing cricket with his friends.

A few verbs (am, is, are, become, seem) say what somebody or something is.  
They are called be verb.

Examples:	�Anita is a clever girl. 
The dinner was nice. 
This shirt seems better.

The verbs (have/has/had) say what somebody or something has. 

Example: He has a computer.
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