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Preface to the Eleventh Revised Edition

We feel satisfied in presenting the Eleventh Revised and Enlarged Edition of the
‘‘History of Medieval India’’ The favourable and warm reception which the previous editions
and reprints of this book have enjoyed all over India, is a matter of great satisfaction for us.

In this edition in Part-I a New Chapter No. 1 ‘Sources of Information for Medieval
India’ and in Part-II chapter no. 10 ‘‘History of Mughal Period’’ (till 1761) have been
incorporated. Almost all the topics have been thoroughly gone through, presented lucidly.
Many topics of this book have been re-written and restructured. Error which have come to
our notice have been rectified. Modified maps have been inserted at appropriate places.
Exercises in the form of Long Answers type Questions, Short Answers type Questions and
Multiple Choice type Questions have been added at the end of the each chapter.

It is our earnest hope that the students and teachers will find the new, revised and
enlarged edition more useful. Finally, a request to the discernible readers to do a great
favour, by sending their valuable suggetions and critical comments on the book for its
improvement in subsequent edition.

Revised by :
Dr. Mahesh Bhatnagar
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Preface to the Tenth Edition

I have great pleasure in placing the new edition of the book in the hands of the  readers.
In this edition, I have completely re-written four Chapters viz., Social, Religious and
Economic Condition in Early Medieval India, The Bhakti Movement, Sufism in India and
Disintegration of the Mughal Empire. I have added three completely new Chapters viz.,
Religious Policy of the Mughals, Deccan Policy of the Mughals and Society and Culture in
the 18th Century. The Chapter on ‘‘Disintegration of the Mughal Empire’’ has been
completely re-written. Previously, its title was ‘‘Later Mughals’’ and now it has been changed
to ‘‘Disintegration of the Mughal Empire’’. Four Appendices have also been added and
those are Appendix A on Todar Mal, Appendix B on Mir Jumla, Appendix C on Ideals of
Mughal Government and Appendix D on Causes of the Rise of the Maratha Empire. I have
no doubt that additions made in this edition will add to the utility of the book.

I am glad to find that the study of the history of India is receiving more and more
attention at the hands of researchers, teachers and students. It is very necessary that we, in
this country, must know why we failed in the past and how we won our freedom in 1947.
We lost our freedom on account of our lack of unity and mutual cooperation. Our social
system made us weak. We were not progressive in our outlook and ignored the happenings
in the world and did not keep ourselves up-to-date in the political and military fields. We
wasted our energy and resources in mutual quarrels and internecine wars. It is our patriotic
duty to do everything in our power to avoid those pitfalls and make India a great and
prosperous country. All this requires very hard work and unity among the people of this
country.

I take this opportunity of thanking all those who have patronised the book in the past. It
is hoped that they will continue to do so in the future. All suggestions for improvement will
be gratefully acknowledged.

V. D. MAHAJAN
D-805, New Friends Colony
New Delhi-110065
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