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1
Preliminaries

Algebra

1.1. Progressions

(1) Arithmetic Progression. Numbers a, a + d, a + 2d, ... are said to be in arithmetic
progression (A.P.), where a is its first term and d is the common difference.

(i) Its nth term Tn = a + n – 1 d

(ii) Sum of n terms Sn = 
n
2

 (2a +  n – 1d)

Proof. We have Sn = a + (a + d) … + ( )a n d+ − 2  + ( )a n d+ − 1

Reversing the order of terms Sn = ( )a n d+ − 1  + ( )a n d+ − 2  + ... + (a + d) + a

Adding  2Sn = ( )2 1a n d+ −  + ( )2 1a n d+ −  + … + ( )2 1a n d+ −  + ( )2 1a n d+ −

i.e.,  2Sn = n a n d( )2 1+ − or Sn = 
n

a n d
2

2 1( )+ −

(iii) Arithmetic mean between two numbers a and b (A.M.) = a b+
2

(2) Harmonic Progression. Numbers 1/a, 1/(a + d), 1/(a + 2d), ... are said to be in Har-
monic progression (H.P.) i.e. a sequence is said to be in H.P. if its reciprocals are in A.P. Its nth

term Tn = 1
1a n d+ ( – )

.

Example 1.1. Find the first term and the number of terms of an A.P. whose second term is
7.75, 31st term is 0.5 and last term is 6.5.

Sol. If a is the first term and d is the common difference, then
T2 = a + d = 7.75 ...(i)

and T31 = a + 30d = 0.5 ...(ii)
Subtracting (i) from (ii), we get

29d = 0.5 – 7.75 = – 7.25 or d = – 0.25
Then (i) gives a = 7.75 – d = 7.75 – (– 0.25) = 8
Also Tn = a + n – 1 d = – 6.5 (given)

or 8 + (n – 1) (– 0.25) = – 6.5 or n – 1 = – 14.5/(– 0.25) = 58.
Hence, n = 59.
Example 1.2. Find the sum of 35 terms of an A.P. whose third term is 1 and 6th term is

– 11.
Sol. If a is the first term and d the common difference, then

T3 = a + 2d = 1 and T6 = a + 5d = – 11

1
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Solving these equations, we get d = – 4 and a = 9

Hence, sum of 35 terms = 
35
2

 [2 × 9 + (35 – 1) (– 4)] = – 2065.

(3) Geometric Progression. Numbers a, ar, ar2, ... are said to be in Geometric Progres-
sion (G.P.) where a is its first term and r is the common ratio.

(i) Its nth term Tn = arn – 1

(ii) Sum of n terms Sn = 
a r

r

n( – )
–

1
1

Proof. We have,  Sn = a + ar + ar2 + ... + arn – 1

Multiplying by r, we get rSn = ar + ar2 + ar3 + ... + arn

Subtracting, Sn – rSn = a – arn or Sn = a r
r

n( – )
–

1
1

(iii) Sum to infinity S∞ = a
r1 –

 where r < 1

Since rn → 0 for r < 1 when n → ∞

∴ for r < 1, Lt
n → ∞

 Sn (i.e. S∞) = 
a

r1 –
.

(iv) Geometric mean between two numbers a and b i.e. G.M. = ( )ab

Since G.M. (= G) between a and b is order that a, G, b are in G.P. i.e.

     G
a

 = b
a

or G = ( )ab

Example 1.3. If the common ratio of a G.P. is 3, its last term is 486 and sum of these terms
is 728, find its first term.

Sol. Let a be the first term and n the number of terms in the given G.P.
Then Tn = arn – 1 = 486. or a(3)n – 1 = 486 ...(i) [∵ r = 3]

Also Sn =
a r

r

n( – )
–

1
1

 = 728 i.e., a n( – )
–

1 3
1 3

 = 728

or using (i) a – 3 (a3n – 1) = – 2 × 728 = – 1456
or a – 3 (486) = – 1456 or a = 2.

Example 1.4. Find two numbers whose sum is 120 and the ratio between arithmetic mean
and geometric mean is 1.25.

Sol. Let the numbers be a and b so that a + b = 120 ...(i)

Also A.M. =
1
2

 (a + b) = 60 ; G.M. = ab .

∴ A.M.
G.M.

=
60
ab

 = 1.25 (given) i.e. ab  = 60/1.25 = 48.

or  ab = 2304, from (i), a + 2304/a = 120 or a2 – 120a + 2304 = 0

∴  a = 1
2

120 [(– 120) – 4 2304]2+ √ ×  = 
1
2

(120 + 72) = 96.

(4) Natural numbers. 1, 2, 3, 4, ... are called natural numbers and Σ, pronounced as
sigma, denotes the summation sign.

(i) 1 + 2 + 3 + ... + n (= Σ n) = 
n n( )+ 1

2



PRELIMINARIES 3

(ii) 12 + 22 + 32 + ... + n2 (= Σ n2) = 
n n n( )( )+ +1 2 1

6

(iii) 13 + 23 + 33 + ... + n3 (= Σ n3) = n n( )+L
NM

O
QP

1
2

2

.

Example 1.5. Find the sum of the series
(i) 3.5 + 5.7 + 7.9 + ... to n terms (ii) 1.3.6 + 2.5.9 + 3.7.12 + ... to n terms
Sol. (i) nth term of the given series = (nth terms of 3, 5, 7 ...) × (nth term of 5, 7, 9, ...)

i.e. Tn = (3 + n – 2 )(5 + n – 2 ) = (2n + 1) (2n + 3)
= 4n2 + 8n + 3

∴      Sn = Σ (4n2 + 8n + 3) = 4Σn2 + 8Σn + 3n

 = 4 . 
n n n( )( )+ +1 2 1

6
 + 8 . n n( )+ 1

2
 + 3n = 

n
3

[2(2n2 + 3n + 1) + 12(n + 1) + 9]

= 
n
3

(4n2 + 18n + 23).

(ii) Here  Tn = (nth term of 1, 2, 3 ...) (nth term of 3, 5, 7 ...) (nth term of 6, 9, 12, ...)
= n(2n + 1)(3n + 3) = 6n3 + 9n2 + 3n

∴  Sn = 6 Σn3 + 9Σn2 + 3Σn = 6 
n n n n n n n( ) ( )( ) ( )+L
NM

O
QP + + +L
NM

O
QP +

+L
NM

O
QP

1
2

9
1 2 1
6

3
1

2

2

= 
3
2

 (n3 + 4n2 + 5n + 3)

Example 1.6. Find the sum of the series
(i) 52 + 62 + 72 + ... + 252 (ii) 3 + 7 + 14 + 24 + 37 + ... to n terms.
Sol. (i) We have     S = 52 + 62 + 72 + ... + 252

= (12 + 22 + 32 + ... + 252) – (12 + 22 + 32 + 42)
= (Σn2)n = 25 – (Σn2)n = 4

= 
25 25 1 2 25 1

6
4 4 1 8 1

6
( )( )

–
( )( )+ × + + +

= 25 26 51
6

4 5 9
6

× × × ×
–  = 5495

(ii) Let S = 3 + 7 + 14 + 24 + 37 + ... + Tn – 1 + Tn
Also S = 3 + 7 + 14 + 24 + ... + Tn – 1 + Tn

Subtracting, we get 0 = 3 + 4 + 7 + 10 + 13 ... + (Tn– Tn – 1) – Tn
or  Tn = 3 + 4 + 7 + 10 + 13 + ... + (Tn – Tn – 1)

= 3 + [4 + 7 + 10 + 13 + (n – 1) terms] = 3 + 
n

n
–

{ ( ) ( – – ) }
1

2
2 4 1 1 3+L

NM
O
QP

= 1
2

 (3n2 – n + 4)

∴   Sn = 1
2

[3Σn2 – Σn + 4Σ 1] = 
1
2

3
1 2 1
6

1
2

4
n n n n n

n
( )( )

–
( )+ + + +L

NM
O
QP

= n
4

(2n2 + 3n + 1 – n – 1 + 8) = 
n
2

(n2 + n + 4).
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1.2. Permutations and Combinations

The process of arranging certain objects in a particular order is called a permutation and
the process of selecting the objects (without the older of occurrence) is called a combination.

For instance the permutations of 2 out of 3 things a, b, c are AB, BA, BC, CB, CA, CB
(i.e. 6) while the combinations (groups) of 2 out of 3 things A, B, C are AB, BC, CA (i.e. 3).

Permutations of n things taken r at a time is nPr = 
n

n r
!

( – ) !

Combinations of n things taken r at a time is nCr = 
n

r n r
!

! ( – ) !
Also nCn–r = nCr ; nC0 = nCn = 1

Example 1.7. (a) If nC6 = nC8, find nC3. (b) If 4P2 = k4C2, find k.
Sol. (a) We have nC6 = nC8 = nCn–8 i.e. 6 = n – 8 or n = 14.

Now nC3 = 14C3 = 14 !
3 ! (14 – 3) !

14 . 13 . 12
3 . 2 . 1

=  = 364

(b) 4P2 = 4 !
2 !

 = 12, 4C2 = 4 !
2 ! 2 !

 = 6

∴ 4P2 = k4C2 gives 12 = k . 6 i.e. k = 2.

1.3. Logarithms

(1) Definition. If a and x are two positive numbers and p is any other number such that
ap = x, then p is called the logarithm of x to the base a and is written as loga x.

For practical purposes, base is taken 10 and logarithms to base 10 is called common loga-
rithms and is written as log10 x.

Logarithm to the base e is called natural logarithm and is simply written as log x.
(2) Basic Laws:

(i) log (mn) = log m + log n, (ii) log (m/n) = log m – log n; (iii) log mn = n log m.
(3) Particular cases:

(i) loga 1 = 0, (ii) loga 0 = – ∞ (a > 1), (iii) loga a = 1.

Problems 1.1

1. Find the sum of all odd numbers between 100 and 200.
2. If the first term of an A.P. is 2 and last term is 14. Find the common difference if the sum of the

series is 128.
3. The second term of an A.P. is 2 and seventh term is 22. Find the sum of its first 35 terms.
4. Find the sum of the G.P. series:

(i) 2, – 1/2, 1/8, ... to 12 terms (ii) 2 + 6 + 18 + ... + 4374
5. Find the first term of a G.P. whose common ratio is – 4/5 and the sum to infinity is 80/9.
6. Find two positive numbers whose difference is 12 and whose A.M. exceeds the G.M. by 2.
7. Find the sum to n terms the series:

(i) 3.8 + 6.11 + 9.14 + ... (ii) 1.2.5 + 2.3.6 + 3.4.7 + ...
8. Find the sum of the following series:

(i) 62 + 72 + 82 + ... + 202 (ii) 23 + 43 + 63 + ... + 203

9. Find the sum to n terms of the series:

(i) 2 + 10 + 30 + 68 + 130 + ... (ii) 1
2.5

1
5.8

1
8.10

+ +  + ...
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10. If nCr = nCr – 1 and nPr = nPr
 
+ 1 find the values of n and r.

11. If nCr/
nCr

 
+ 1 = 1//2 and nCr + 1 /nCr + 2 = 2/3 find n and r.

1.4. Binomial Theorem

(1) When n is a positive integer
  (a + x)n = nC0a

nx0 + nC1a
n – 1x1 + nC2a

n– 2x2 + ... + nCxa
n – rxr + ... + nCna0 xn

When a = 1, (1 + x)n = nC0 + nC1x
 + nC2x

2 + ... + nCrx
r + ... + nCnxn

Expansion of (1 + xn) has n + 1 terms.
(2) Binomial coefficients. Coefficients of terms equidistant from the beginning and the end

are equal and are known as the Binomial coefficients.
i.e., nC0 = nCn, nC1 = 

nCn – 1, 
nC2 = 

nCn – 2 ... [∵
nCr = 

nCn – r]
Also sum of the binomial coefficients i.e., nC0 + 

nC1 + nC2 + ... + 
nCn = 2n

(3) Middle term in Binomial expansion

If n is even, then the middle term is n
2

1+FHG
I
KJ th term

If n is odd, then the middle terms are n +F
HG
I
KJ

1
2

th and n +F
HG
I
KJ

3
2

th terms.

Example 1.8. Using binomial theorem, expand
(i) (2x – 1/x)4 (ii) (1 + 2x – 3x2)

Sol. (i) 2
1 4

x
x

–FHG
I
KJ  = 4C0 (2x)4

 –
1 0

x
F
HG
I
KJ  + 

4C1 (2x)3 –
1 1

x
F
HG
I
KJ  + 

4C2 (2x)2 –
1 2

x
F
HG
I
KJ

+ 
4C3 (2x)1 –

1 3

x
F
HG
I
KJ  + 

4C4 (2x)0 –
1 4

x
F
HG
I
KJ

= 1(16x4) + 4(8x3) (– 1/x) + 
4.3
1.2

(4x2) (1/x2) + 4.3
1.2

(2x) (– 1/x3) + 1(1/x4)

= 16x4 – 32x2 – 24 – 12/x2 + 1/x4

(ii) (1 + 2x – 3x2)5 = (1 + y)5where y = 2x – 3x2

= 1 + 5C1 y + 
5C2 y

2 + 
5C3 y

3 + 
5C4 y

4 + 
5C5 y

5

= 1 + 5 (2x – 3x2) + 5.4
1.2

 (2x – 3x2)2 + 5.4
1.2

 (2x – 3x2)3 + 5 (2x – 3x2)4 + (2x – 3x2)5

= 1 + 10x + 25x2 – 40x3 – 190x4 + 92x5 + 570x6 – 360x7 – 675x8 + 810x9 – 243x10

Example 1.9. Evaluate (3 + 2 )5 – (3 – 2 )5.
Sol. We have (a + x)n – (a – x)n = 2[nC1a

n – 1 x + nC3a
n– 3 x3 + ...]

Putting a = 3 and x = 2 , we get

(3 + 2 )5 – (3 – 2 )5 = 2[5C1(3)4 ( 2 )1 + 5C3(3)2( 2 )3 + 5C5(3)0 ( 2 )5]

= 2[5(81) 2  + 10(9)(2 2 ) + 5(4 2 )] = 1210 2
Example 1.10. Write the middle terms in the following expansions
(i) (x/2 + 7y)10 (ii) (3x – x2/6)9

Sol. Here n = 10 is an even number, therefore 10
2

1+F
HG

I
KJ th term i.e., 6th term is the middle

term.
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Hence, middle term = T6 = 10C5 (x/2)10 – 5 (7y)5

= 
10

5 10 5 32

5!
! ( – ) !

x
 (7)5 y5 = 132 355.125 x5 y5.

(ii) Here n = 9, therefore 
9 1

2
+

th and 
9 3

2
+

th i.e. 5th and 6th are two middle terms.

∴ T5 = 9C4 (3x)9 – 4 (– x2/6)4 = 
126 3

6

5

4
× ( )

( )
 x21 = 23.625 x21

Example 1.11. Find the term independent of x in the expansion of 
1
3x

–
3
2

x2
6F

HG
I
KJ .

Sol. Let Tr + 1 be the term independent of x.

Now Tr + 1 = 6Cr 
1

3
3
2

6
2

x
x

r rF
HG
I
KJ
F
HG

I
KJ

–

–  = 6Cr 
1
3

3
2

6F
HG
I
KJ
F
HG
I
KJ

–

–
r r

. x3r – 6

For Tr + 1 to be independent of x, we must have 3r – 6 = 0 i.e., r = 2.

Hence, the term of independent of x = T3 = 6C2 
1
3

3
2

5
12

4 2F
HG
I
KJ
F
HG
I
KJ =– .

Problems 1.2

Expand the following expressions:

1. (x – 3y)4 2. 2
2

5

x
x

–FHG
I
KJ

3.
a
b

b
a

–
F
HG

I
KJ

6

4. 1
2

2 4
–

x
x

+F
HG

I
KJ

Evaluate the following:

5. ( 5  + 2)5( 5  – 2)6 6. ( 2  + 3 )6 – ( 2  – 3 )6

Find the middle terms in the following expansions:

7. 2
1 8

a
b

–FHG
I
KJ 8. 9

4
3

10
x +FHG
I
KJ

9. 3
6

3 9

x
x

–
F
HG

I
KJ 10. 1

3
4

11

x
x–F

HG
I
KJ

11. Find the term independent of x in the expansion of

(i)
3

2
1

3

2 9
x

x
–

F
HG

I
KJ (ii)

3
2 32

10

x

x+
F
HG

I
KJ

1.5. Partial Fractions

(1) We are familiar with the process of combining two or more fractions into a single
fraction. For instance,

 
1

2
1

1
1

1 2x x x+
+

−
+

( – )
 = 2 1

2 1

2

2
x

x x
+

+( )( – )
...(i)

Now we shall introduce the reader to the reverse process of breaking a given fraction into
a sum of simple fractions. These simple fractions are called partial fractions of the given
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fraction e.g., in (i), the fractions on the left hand side are the partial fractions of the fraction on
the right.

A fraction in which the degree of the numerator is less than that of the denominator is
called a proper fraction.

(2) Procedure to resolve a given fraction into partial fractions.
Step I. Check whether the given fraction is a proper fraction. If the degree of the numerator

is higher or equal to that of the denominator, divide the numerator by the denominator till the
remainder is of lower degree than the denominator.

Step II. Factorize the denominator into real factors. These will be either linear or qua-
dratic, and some factors repeated.

Step III. Resolve the proper fraction into sum of partial fractions such that
(i) to a non-repeated linear factor x – a in the denominator corresponds a partial fraction

of the form A/(x – a);
(ii) to a repeated linear factor (x – a)r in the denominator corresponds the sum of r partial

fractions of the form 
A

x a
A

x a
A

x a
A

x a
r

r
1 2

2
3

3– ( – ) ( – )
...

( – )
+ + + + ;

(iii) to a non-repeated quadratic factor (x2 + ax + b) in the denominator, corresponds a

partial fraction of the form Ax B
x ax b

+
+ +2 ;

(iv) to a repeated quadratic factor (x2 + ax  + b)r in the denominator, corresponds the sum of

r partial fractions of the form 
A x B

x ax b
A x B

x ax b
A x B

x ax b
r r

r
1 1

2
2 2

2 2 2
+

+ +
+ +

+ +
+ + +

+ +( )
...

( )
.

Then we have to determine the unknown constants A, A1, B1, B1 etc. as follows:
Step IV. To obtain the partial fraction corresponding to the non-repeated linear factor

x – a in the denominator, put x = a everywhere in the given fraction except in the factor x – a
itself.

In all other cases, equate the given fraction to a sum of suitable partial fractions in
accordance with (i) and (iv) above, having found the partial fractions corresponding to the
non-repeated linear factors by the above rule. Then multiply both sides by the denominator of
the given fraction and equate the coefficients of like powers of x or substitute convenient
numerical values of x on both sides. Finally solve the simplest of the resulting equations to
find the unknown constants.

Example 1.12. Resolve into partial fractions 
x 23x – 18

x x – 2 2x – 1

2

2
+

+( )( )
.

Sol. Since it is a proper fraction, we write it as

x x
x x x

2 23 18
1 2 2 1

+
+

–
( – )( )( – )

=
A

x
B

x
C

x– –1 2 2 1
+

+
+

To find A, put x = 1 in the L.H.S. except in ‘x – 1’ itself. Then

A = 1 23 18
1 2 2 1

+
+

–
( )( – )

 = 2.

To find B, put x = – 2 in the L.H.S. except in factor ‘x + 2’ itself. Then

B =
4 46 18
2 1 4 1

60
15

– –
(– – )(– – )

–=  = – 4.



Elementary Engineering Mathematics

Publisher : KHANNA
PUBLISHERS ISBN : 9788174092571 Author : B.S. Grewal

Type the URL : http://www.kopykitab.com/product/5447

 Get this eBook

http://www.kopykitab.com/Elementary-Engineering-Mathematics-by-B-S-Grewal

